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Celebrating 25 Years of the WKU Spirit
1988-2013
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"College Heights"
Order of Program
College Heights, on hilltop fa ir,
With beauty all thine own,
Lovely jewel far more rare

Welcome

Dr. Sally Ray
Director, WKU-Glasgow

Than graces any throne!
College He ights, we hail thee;
We shall never fail thee
Falter never, live forever,

College Heights

Ms. Bailey Birge
WKU-Barren County High School Student

Hail! Hail! Hail!
College Heights with living soul
And purpose strong and true,
Service ever is thy goal
Th y spirit ever new.

Greetings from WKU

Dr. Gary Ransdell
President, WKU

College Heights, we hail thee;
We shall never fail thee
Falter never, live forever,
Hail! Hail! Hail!

Remarks

Dr. Elmer Gray
Dean Emeritus, Regional Campuses
Mr. Robert A. Lessenberry
Mayor of Glasgow, 1966-1968

College Heights thy noble li fe,
Shall e'er our pattern be,
Teaching us through joy and strife
To lo ve humanity.
College Heigh ts we hail thee,
We shall never fail thee,
Falter never, live forever,

Comments

Ms. Callie Christian
WKU-Glasgow Alumna
Mr. James Estes
WKU-Glasgow Alumnus

Closing Remarks

Mr. Bill Walter
Assistant Director, WKU-Glasgow

Hail! Hail! Hail!

WKU's alma mater, "College Heights," was origina lly written by
16-year old schoolgirl Mary Frances Bradley as a poem to be en tered in a
contest on the campus in 1924.
Miss Bradley combined her poignant words with a beautiful
melody composed by her father, Ben J. Bradley, an accomplished
songwriter and musician from nearby Franklin, KY.
On March 12, 1925, "College Heights" was first performed at
chapel assembly in Van Meter Auditorium by Miss Bradley, thus an alma
mater was born.
The music was subsequently p ublished and then copyrighted b y
WKU in 1930. On the music is the no tation that the song is d ed icated to
WKU's first president, Dr. Henry Hardin Cherry.

History of WKU-Glasgow
With the arrival of 2013 comes the grand occasion of the silver
anniversary of Western Kentucky University's Glasgow Campus. While
the achievements of the past twenty-five years compose an impressive
story in their own right, the tale reaches back much forther than 1988
when the long-held dream of an institution of higher education became a
reality for Glasgow and Barren County.
In the coming year we will celebrate not only the past two-andone-half decades, but the entire saga that comes together to make the
WKU-Glasgow story all the more meaningfol. That story began when
19-year old A.W. Mell arrived in Glasgow from Ohio with the intention of
opening an institution of higher education. Professor Mell caused quite
a stir when he opened the Glasgow Normal School on February 9, 1875
using methods never before seen in southern Kentucky. Mell adopted
a new mode of education when he began teaching men and women in
the same classroom - a move that met resistance in proper Victorian
mindsets.
Professor Mell and his partner, J. Tom Williams, sought to expand
their institution but when the generous residents of nearby Bowling
Green pledged $3,000 in financial support, the duo convinced their
faculty and students to follow them to a Warren County hilltop where
they opened the Southern Normal School and Business College. As
years passed, Barren County faithfully encouraged her youth to continue
their education in an effort to develop a better-educated population and
expand their horizons.
One such student was Nettie B.C. Depp, a young school teacher
from the Eighty-Eight commun ity who was convinced she could be a
better teacher by learning progressive methods while earning a degree.
Nettie became the first of thousands of Barren Coun ty students to
complete the course of study and earn a degree in Education. Equipped
for success and armed with experience, the young teacher sought to do
m ore by becoming the first woman to seek public office in Barren County
in 1913. She won the election and served admirably as the county's
Superintendent of Public Instruction some seven years before women
were granted the right to vote.
Over the past 138 yea rs, the Glasgow and Barren Coun ty
commun ity has produced some of WKU's most outstanding sh1dents
who have served the world through a variety of professions and
contributions. The middle of the 20th century saw notables such as
Russell Dougherty - the Commander of the Strategic Air Command,

world-renowned bandleader Billy Vaughn, NBC president Julian
Goodman, Governor Louie B. Nunn, and countless others from Barren
County emerge from WKU's hallowed halls to make lasting d ifferences
that continue to influence our lives.
Later in the 20th century, Glasgow and Barren County's
progressive leaders recognized the immense value of having higher
education opportunities within the local community. The journey took
those visionaries through uncharted territories for more than two decades
before their dream became a reality in 1988.
Over the past quarter-cenh1ry, WKU-Glasgow has evolved from
a modest regional campus with limited course offerings to the vibrant
center of learning we proudly offer to the region today. With more than
2,700 students enrolled in over 7,000 courses leading to degrees in more
than 33 subjects, WKU-Glasgow not only has accomplished great things,
it stands at the threshold of an exciting future.
We invite you to join us throughout 2013 as we celebrate all of
these notable accomplishments spanning more than 138 years. While our
story is remarkable to date, we look forward to continuing the story and
invite you to be a part of it.
Mr. Sam Terry
Glasgow Historian

From College Heights to Liberty Heights

Minutes from WKU Board of Regents Mee ting

Excerpts from D r. Lo well Harrison's Address to Glasgow Rotary Club,
February 4, 1988

Decemb er 2, 1987

On February 4, 1988, three short days before the grand opening
of the WKU-Glasgow Campus, Dr. Lowell Harrison, a distinguished
professor of history, delivered an address discussing the opening, or
rather, re-opening of a WKU campus in Glasgow. Dr. Harrison began
with the following, "The Greeks believed in a cycle theory of history;
there was a spi ral with improvement hoped for at each tum. The opening
of the Western Campus in Glasgow may indicate that they were right, fo r
Western's history began in Glasgow ...."

The formation of the WKU-Glasgow campus happened in the
middle of a storm of controversy. Major state newspapers like the
Louisville Co11rier-Jo11mnl and the Lexington Herald-Lender were filled with
ed itoria ls la mbasting the notion of establishing regional campuses in both
Glasgow and Owensboro. The controversy began in 1986 when Dr. Elmer
Gray presented a plan fo r the creation of regional campuses before the
Board of Regents.

Dr. Harrison's lecture outlined the various stages that WKU, or
Western as it was known then, went th rough as a small normal college
became a well-known and accomplished state university. ln the course
of its journey, WKU moved from its original spot in Glasgow and set up
residence in Bowling Green. In the mid-1980s, WKU President Dr. Kern
Alexander stirred up controversy when he announced his intentions
to bring WKU back home to its Glasgow roots with the creation of a
Glasgow campus. In his words to the press, Alexander prophesied that
"if the funding is available, the sound of new construction will soon be
heard ...." Despite bleak financial prospects, Dr. Alexander's Glasgow
vision came true.
When WKU-Glasgow re-opened its doors in 1988, 115 years
had passed since A. W. Mell opened the Glasgow Normal School that
ultimately became WKU. The Glasgow community welcomed us home,
flying banners and cheering us on, and in the past 25 years has been a
constant source of support. In 1988, Dr. Harrison left us with the words of
H. H. Cherry, WKU's first president, and 25 years later they still ring as
true: "The next term is always the best in the life of the institution."
Dr. Jennifer Walton-Hanley
WKU Assistant Professor, History

By January 1987, Chairman Joseph Iracane "observed that Western
Kentucky University v,Vas continuing, through its extended campus and
other programs to meet the needs of our region; and the movement
throughout the region was complimented." Part of the success of the
regional campus program, was directly related to the successes of a twoyea r pilot program implemented at the Glasgow campus. In the first two
years, over 700 students benefited from the Glasgow campus, and the
City of Glasgow and WKU Advisory Campus then "advised us to expand
these programs because there is a need, and they have demonstrated tha t
there is a need in Glasgow ...."
Despite these positive inroads, public opinion was not always in
favor of the move to Glasgow, but Iracane, inspired by the great success
and warm welcome from the Glasgow community, stood by his assertion
that WKU needed a Glasgow campus to achieve "our goal to educate ...
[and] that we ought to be tickled to death with what we have done in
Glasgow, and what we hope we can do in other regions." Twenty-five
years later, the WKU 1987 Board of Regents' faith and dedication in the
Glasgow campus has proven to be a great success.
Dr. Jennifer Walton-Hanley
WKU Assistant Professor, History

Glasgow Daily Times - December 13, 1987
EDITOR'S NOTE- Following is a guest editorial written by

Glasgow businessman and former Mayor Robert A. Lessenberry.
The idea of establish ing a college in Glasgow is not a new one.
Our proximity to Bowling Green need not always be a handicap. The
announcement to establish Western Kentucky University at Glasgow
should bring a renewed spirit of unity throughout the entire community.
It was 20 years ago when the idea was presented to the city council
w hich endorsed the proposed unanimously along with all local civic
organizations, and area school officials. In those days the percent of high
school graduates attending college ranged widely. Glasgow City Schools
- 75%, Barren County Schools - 60%, Monroe County - 28%, Metcalfe
Coun ty - 19%, several other counties - 30%-40%.
A presentation was made to the Council on Higher Public
Education without success in spite of the conven ience of G lasgow to areas
to the east. Shortly after, House Bill 6 was introduced in the Kentucky
Legislature which approved authoriza tion to establish the Glasgow
Community College as a branch of the University of Kentucky. Although
approved, it was never funded.
There was never any visible concerted effort concerning the
Community College, yet, in the late '70s local interested individuals
approached representatives of the Lindsey Wilson College in Columbia
about the possibility of moving the campus to this area. The timing
of that effort was not in our favor. For years Glasgow's proximity to
Bowling Green has brought negative response in a number of ways. Yet,
proximity alone should not be the determining factor when considering
the establishment of any institution of higher learning. This was in
part refuted and brought vividly into focus in 1983 by the "Owensboro
Experience" That was the year state Representative Don Blandford
became Speaker of the House of the Kentucky Legislature. Obviously,
he was committed and dedicated to establish a community college
in Owensboro in spite of the fact there were already two accredited
independent col leges in that community. Kentucky Weslyan and Brescia
had a total enrollment of 1683 students. In addition there was and is
today, a joint off-campus program offered by Murray and Western
Kentucky University. And only 30 miles to the west was a branch of the
University of Kentucky - Henderson Community College.
In spite of Adversary's expressed concern, "too close to
Henderson" "two colleges already exist in the city", temporary quarters
were located and the program was underway reportedly on a trial basis.
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The following year formal approval was given to establish the
Owensboro Commun ity College, a branch of the University of Kentucky.
Today classroom buildings are under construction on a 100-plus acre
site at a cost of $13 million. To the surprise of many, total enrollment
in Owensboro h as increased overal1 by approximately 1000 students.
Obviously, desire and politics were responsible for the creation of the
"Owensboro Experience". With opportunity, perhaps proximity and
availability can enhance academic pursuits throughout this region.
Recently, Dr. Kem Alexander announced, "Western Kentucky University
is ready to come to Glasgow." There are today over 700 students in the
greater Glasgow area taking Western sponsored courses offered here. The
establishment of Western Kentucky University at Glasgow will provide
a campus and academic atmosphere which will greatly enhance the
learning efforts of these students. In a recent Courier Journa l edi torial,
criti cal of establishing a Glasgow campus, it did acknowledge, "Certainly
Kentucky, near the bottom in the percentage of college graduates, needs
to offer more opportunities in higher education." We have waited too
long for an opportunity w hich is at hand. Now, instead of a two year
community college, there will be, within the next few weeks, right here in
Glasgow, a four year college offering both Bachelors and Masters degrees.
Bowling Green is obviously the growth center of the region. What
is now Western Kentucky University actually started in Glasgow and
had it not been for attitude and apathy might have never been moved.
"What goes around comes around." Today instead of being too close to
Bowling Green, we may now be close enough to work together. Our local
school board has shown farsighted unanimity and fortitude in leasing o ur
Liberty Street facility to WKU for $1.00/month.
The future of Glasgow cou ld. well be directly proportional to the
acceptance and success of this insti tution in our community. Let us all
work together in this effort. We will not only see the way of life improve,
but may once again see Glasgow on the go. This, in effect, will be
beneficial to all concerned and should be supported with enthusiasm.

Special Thanks
WKU-Glasgow Silver Anniversary Steering Committee:

WKU Fight Song
Stand up and cheer
Stand up and cheer
For dear old Western
For today we raise
The red and white
Above the rest
Rah-rah-rah
Our boys are fighting
And we're bound to win the fray
We've got the team
We've got the steam
For this is dear old Western's day.

The WKU Fight Song, used for athletic events and to rally school
spirit, was composed by Mr. Richards, head of Music Department on
September 23, 1934.

Ms. Kristin Bale, Glasgow
Mr. Bob Baysinger, Glasgow
Mr. Bryan Baysinger, Barren Co. Alumni Association
Dr. Cecile Garmon, WKU
Dr. Kristie Guffey, WKU-Glasgow
Dr. Jennifer Walton-Hanley, WKU-Glasgow
Mr. Paul Haskins, WKU
Ms. Grace Hyde, Glasgow
Mr. Owen Lambert, Glasgow
Mr. Jim Lee, Glasgow
Mr. Leigh Lessenberry, Glasgow
Ms. Hajara Mahmood, WKU-Glasgow
Mr. Ernie Meyers, Glasgow
Ms. Kara Neidel, WKU
Ms. Judy Parker, WKU-Glasgow
Ms. Ann Patterson, WKU-Glasgow
Ms. Phyllis Reed, WKU-Glasgow
Mr. Brett Riley, WKU
Mr. John Roberts, WKU-Glasgow
Ms. Ladonna Rogers, Glasgow
Ms. Krista Steenbergen, WKU
Mr. Bill Walter, WKU-Glasgow
Ms. Rachel Wals ton, WKU

WKU-Glasgow Silver Anniversary
Communications Subcommittee:
Ms. Stacey Biggs, WKU
Ms. Shelia Hogue, Glasgow Electric Plant Board
Mr. Christian Kaum anns, South Central Rura l Telephone Cooperative
Mr. Justin Myatt, Commonwealth Broadcasting, Inc.
Mr. Henry Royse, Royse Rad io, Inc.
Ms. Lisa Strange, Glasgow Daily Times
Mr. Samuel Terry, Jobe Publishing, Inc.
As with all major projects, events and programs in our
communi ty, countless people give of their time and energy to ensure
success with li ttle to no recognition sought or expected in return. Our
program today and the events to come this year are no exception.
However, we want to acknowledge the contributions of so many
comm uni ty members, WKU faculty and staff, and local government,
civic and business leaders, collectively. Please know we are grateful, and
we are humbled by the way you have emb raced us as we celebrate
WKU-Glasgow's Silver Anniversary throughout 2013.

WKU-Glasgow Directors
(In chronological order)

Lee Robertson, Interim-Director
James Heck, Director
Jim Johnson, Interim-Director
Rubye Beal, Director
Wayne Jones, Director
Juanita Bayless, Director
James McCaslin, Interim-Director
Sally Ray, Director
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